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With contacts in Tirolcan ertresh ot circles (F) e 
Appraisal of Content : 3* 



" lo Boon the discovery in late February or early Ibrch 196l_2£ the reasons., 
explosives cache in hia Janabrcck apartment, Wolfgang Pfaundler 
was Immediately arrested end questioned* After a short period of tiae 
he vaa released, mainly on ttc tesl-itcony of his doctor, ufao maintained 
th*t Pfaundler wag not physically able to stand the rigors of iffioricosmgnt „ 
Almost JJBsediately prior to the discovery of the cache , Pfaundler had 
been operated on for the reaxval of a stoseach ulcer o Several months 
before this he had another oxeratiou, reportedly for a gall bladder 
condition* She official reel for Pfaundler Q s rele&ao, therefore, was 
asdlc&U A short time after hie release, however, PfaunoLsr began to 
■ahe statements around lnnsbz r yck to the effect that the real reason 
for his release was the fact that he knew too much and that Austrian 
officials might be embarrassed by the information vfaich would be uncovered 
in the course of a prose cuticn* 

2 : 0 Another factor connecting the prosecution ir> the following: ‘ghree persons 

were present when the cache t as first discovered in Pfeundlar*s apartment, 
one of whoa was an Italian 0 Thzn an anonycous tipster, obviously Italic, 
reported the find to the Innsbruck police* After his release, Pfaundler 
denied having known anything about the cache, although previously be 
was considered to hare tacit] y admitted his guilt by hia silence under 
Interrogation* Pfaundler nor- (July 1961) maintains that the Cache was 
planted by the Italians to j»*ovoke the Austrians 9 *So resolve the matter, 
the Innsbruck police maintain that on Italian representative should take 
part in the trial --preferably the san who was present when the cache was 
discovered, or the one who inforaed the police about it* 1 
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3® Believe d to be without fouairfcion is the rumor that Pfoundler is being 
protected by several high Aurfcrian officials who are afraid that their 
own involvement in terrorist actions would be revealed in the course of 
Pfoand.er'-s prosecution* It is thought by some that Pfa iodler himself 
is the originator of the rumor* Observers of the scene -itats that aayon- 
who co ild be embarrassed by Ifaundler^G revelations is already recogDize*? 
as beiig attached to the 3cm;b Tiro lean extremists* Amo^g ouch persons 
are lnisbruck People’s Party chairman Aloys Oherhaaswr, and Sduard Wldootcr 
of the Berg Xsel Bund, who pttys Pfotxndler a salary o One person who might 
possibly be embarrassed beca me of his relationship with Pfauncller is 
State Secretary for Foreign .'ffoirs Ludwig Steiner o Steiner and Pfauncllor 
have bsen on Du terms since ibe* early post-war years e ihey are, however- 
wide apart in their political beliefs and it is considered cui:e certain 
that Steiner is strongly opposed to the activities of the Tirdlean 
ertrew ists • As a rising politician with no firm base of support, Steiner, 
however, could be hurt by any exposure of his association with & nan as 
Irresponsible as Ffauadler* 

1 

Source Couaent : Since no Italian in hie right Kind would enter Austria on 

such a mission, the case Is sta-enated. 
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